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Community Call for Comment –Protocols


I. 
Mission Statement
Through the Community Call for Comment, the Commission seeks the comments, view points, and perspectives of its constituencies on a variety of issues and topics before the Commission decides whether or not to propose changes to its Standards, requirements, and procedures. 

II. 
 Participation
A.
There will be a principal negotiator/constituency representative and an alternate 

B.
The constituency groups are:

· Owners and administrators of 1-2 NACCAS-accredited institutions

· Owners and administrators of 2 – 9 NACCAS accredited institutions.

· Owners and administrators of 10 – 29 NACCAS-accredited institutions

· Owners and administrators of over 30 NACCAS-accredited institutions

· School Trade Associations

· Industry Trade Associations

· State Licensing Agencies
· Publishers

C.
A negotiator/constituency representative may request the alternate to take the seat 


at any time.  This is recommended when, for example, the alternate may have an 


expertise and or knowledge on a particular subject.

D.
If the person selected as negotiator/constituency representative is unable to attend the Community Call for Comment, the alternate will complete the negotiator/constituency representative’s role.  

E.
If the alternate moves into the position of negotiator/constituency representative, the Commission may appoint a new alternate.

F.
People not selected as constituency representatives or alternates may observe the Community Call for Comment in the audience. There will be an open mike for members of the audience.
III.
Schedule

Day 1


The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. with:


Introduction of the role of the facilitator and


Orientation on the Protocols


Sessions will end at 5:00 p.m.


Open Mike:  During the day 20 minutes will be set aside for open mike on each topic discussed.


Day 2


The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. with presentation of a list of questions or situations from the Commission.  Discussion will focus on providing the Commission with answers or possible methods for addressing the situations.


Session will end at 12:00 noon.
IV.
Caucuses

The caucuses are a method for anyone in a group to share views with other members of a group and their negotiators/constituency representatives.

 Negotiators/constituency representatives, Commissioners, and/or the facilitator may request “time out” for caucuses.  Caucuses generally will be limited to 20 minutes unless the facilitator determines more time is needed.
V. 
Open Mike

Members of the audience will be limited to two minutes.  However, if the Facilitator, the Commissioners at the table or the Constituency Representatives have questions for the speaker, the time may be extended.

VI.      Staff will be available, upon request from the Commissioners, to provide input,
            regulatory guidance, etc.

VII.
Record

A court reporter will transcribe the discussions and during the open mike.  Caucuses will not be recorded.
VIII.
Decision Making
In accordance with 34 CFR 602.15 and NACCAS’ By-Laws, only the full Commission is recognized for establishing accreditation standards, policies and procedures.  The NACCAS Board of Commissioners will consider all comments received during the Community Call for Comment when the Commission deliberates on accreditation Standards, policies, procedures and requirements.  Proposed changes will be submitted for written comment to all NACCAS-accredited institutions, government entities, and interested parties on the Commission’s mailing lists according to Part 10 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure and established procedures.

The Commission expects to send out a Call for Comment in the summer of 2007, to solicit written comments on proposed changes to accreditation requirements.  Comments will be considered no later than November, 2007. Changes adopted by the Commission would go into effect January 1, 2008.
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