Rules

PART 8 -- COMMISSION ACTION:
CANDIDATE AND ACCREDITATION STATUS

Section 8.0 Who TakesAction

Decisions on schools may only be taken by theGolinmission at meetings duly
constituted in accordance with tBg-Laws.

Section 8.1 Effective Date of Commission Decisions

The general rule is that the effective date of en@ission decision is the date on the
letter notifying the institution of that decisioffhe effective date will be some other date
for the following decisions:

(@) A school seeking initial accreditation whictaigarded the classification
of "Accreditation with Stipulations” (Section 8.8)all not be added to tiNACCAS
Directory of Accredited Schools until all stipulations have been met and all feage
been remitted in a timely manner. The effectiviedd accreditation will be the date on
the notification from NACCAS that the institutiom$imet the stipulations and paid all
fees.

(b) Commission decisions denying or withdrawingraddation that are
appealable but are not appealed, shall becometigde20 days after the institution
receives notification of the denial or withdrawialaccordance with section 8.17 of these
Rules.

(© In exceptional circumstances, the Commissiog establish different
effective dates where such action is necessargri@ she equitable interests of the
school and the students.

Section 8.2 Candidate Status and Statuses of Accreditation That May Be
Granted

(@) There shall be two status classifications piegethe application for
accreditation:

(2) “Candidate” and
(2) “Denial of Candidate”

A school which has applied for candidate statutiasrbeen granted or denied candidate
status shall not be considered an accredited school
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(b) The status classifications utilized by the Cassion for accrediting
schools are:

(2) “Accreditation”;
(2) “Accreditation with Recommendations for Impravent”;

3) “Accreditation with Stipulations”;

4) “Accreditation with Reporting Requirement”;
(5) “Accreditation on Probation”;
(6) “Denial of Accreditation”; and

(7 “Withdrawal of Accreditation.”

The accreditation status awarded is institutional shall be based upon the institution’s
compliance with the NACCAS Standards and Critgr@icies, procedures and other
formal accreditation requirements adopted by then@gssion.

(c) A school in any accredited status classificagball continue in accredited
status until such time as the Commission takeslaarae action and the school has
exhausted its appeal remedies pursuant to Parti@séRules, or has not appealed the
decision. One exception: Where the new owner afamedited institution does not
comply with NACCAS’ change of ownership procesg, tiew owner is deemed to have
voluntarily relinquished accreditation (see Par$db-Part C).

(d) The only actions considered to be adverse @stiand therefore
appealable pursuant to Part 9 of theskes, are actions to deny or withdraw
accreditation or deny approval of a change.

Section 8.3 Basisfor Status Decisions

(@ The Commission's decision concerning an irtgiitls accreditation status
shall be based upon the Commission's review oinigtéution’s records which shall
include all of the following that apply:

(2) Application (for Initial Accreditation, Renewaf Accreditation or
change);

(2) Institutional Self-Study;

3) On-Site Evaluation Visit Report;
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(4) Additional relevant information solicited byetlCommission from
the chief executive officer of the school and/a tm-site visit
team Chairperson when such information is needethtdy a
Visit Report;

(5) Response to the Visit Report;

(6) Annual report information;

(7 Complaints;

(8) Information from government entities and otterd parties;
(9) Actions by other recognized accrediting agesici

(10)  Any other materials determined by the Comiois$o be relevant
and trustworthy, including comment from interespadties.

Wherever information from third parties is includedhe record which may lead to an
adverse status decision, the school shall havgpartunity to respond before the
decision is final.

(b) In considering the appropriate action to takean institution or program,
the Commission shall take into account actionsthgrorecognized accrediting agencies
which have denied accreditation or reaccreditastatus to the institution or program,
have placed the institution or program on publabationary status, or have revoked the
accreditation or reaccreditation status of thatuisbn or program.

(c) If another recognized accrediting agency plasemstitution or the
principal program offered by such institution orbpc probationary status or revokes the
accreditation of the institution or principal pragr within an institution, NACCAS shall
promptly review the accreditation or reaccreditattatus it has previously granted to
that institution to determine if there is causeitao withdraw or otherwise alter that
status consistent with the “show cause” procedougigned in Part 7 of thedRules.

(d) NACCAS shall not renew the accreditation of amstitution for which the
Commission has received information from the appatg State agency, or another
accrediting agency, that the institution is subjecny of the following actions:

(2) An interim action by a recognized institutiomakcrediting agency

potentially leading to the suspension, revocatwrriigrmination of
accreditation;
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(2) A threatened loss of accreditation and theptoeess procedures
required by the action have not been completed; or

3) An interim action by a State agency potentiddgding to the
suspension, revocation, or termination of the ingan's legal
authority to provide postsecondary education;

4) A threatened suspension, revocation, or tertiwindy the state of
the institution's legal authority to provide postsedary education,
and the due process procedures required by thendtdive not
been completed.

If the Commission grants initial accreditation eaccreditation to an institution
notwithstanding the threatened, interim or finalerde actions taken against the
institution by another recognized institutional r@citing agency or State agency, the
Commission shall provide the Secretary of the D&partment of Education with a
thorough explanation, consistent with the Commissiaccreditation standards, why the
previous action by the institutional accreditingagy or State does not preclude the
Commission's action.

Section 8.4 Consideration of Applications and Other Matters

(@) Applications will be considered by the Comnussat its regularly
scheduled meetings which are held at least twostiagear. In order for an application,
response to visit report, or other document reltdegth accreditation process to be
included in the record considered by the Commisstanust be received at least 30 days
before the start of the meeting of the Commissiocoonmittee for which the matter is an
agenda item. Any document received late will besabered only at the discretion of the
Commission.

After required due dates pass, whether or not addias submitted the required
materials for an application or accreditation pes;e@r undergone a required on-site
evaluation, the Commission shall consider the ikoorthe matter and take whatever
actions it deems necessary under the circumstaimcasgordance with this Part.

(b) The Commission may, in its discretion, corgaté two or more actions
involving the same school or affiliated schoolsjahhare pending before the
Commission.

Section 8.5 Deferral of Action

@) The Commission may defer any action on aniegipdn for accreditation,
renewal of accreditation or changes if the schoelstchot presently meet the Standards
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and Criteria for accreditation or is not in compta with a formal accreditation
requirement adopted by NACCAS, if it is shown that

(2) The school can make significant progress tdveacreditation
within a short period of time and/or

(2) If there is insufficient information about teehool, or

3) If the necessary elements of judgment forGbenmission to
render a decision are lacking.

(b) The Commission may defer any action on an agfin for initial
accreditation, renewal of accreditation or on clesnigr only one regularly scheduled
Commission meeting. After deferral for one Commoissneeting, the Commission shall
render a decision based on the information betore i

Section 8.6 Status: Accreditation

The Commission may grant periods of accreditatiomfone to six years. Anniversary
dates fall in January, May or September.

€)) Initial Accreditation: Applicants for initi@ccreditation which are found
to be in compliance with the NACCAS Standards antefia and other formal policies
of the Commission shall be granted accreditatiatust

(1) Upon the grant of initial accreditation, timstitution shall be
assigned a permanent, non-transferable, referamober
identifier.

(2) The maximum period of accreditation for anition granted
accreditation based on an initial application framowner with no
prior experience as owner of a NACCAS-accreditestituntion
shall be no more than three (3) years.

(b) Renewal of Accreditation: Applicants for rerewf accreditation which
are found to be in compliance with the NACCAS Stadd and Criteria and other formal
policies of the Commission shall be granted renefalkcreditation status.

(1) On renewal the period of accreditation grdritean institution
shall be for a maximum of six (6) years, except theenewal
follows an appeal of a non-administrative withdraafa
accreditation, the maximum period of accreditatios
Commission may grant is three (3) years.
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(2) If a school is in the process of renewal ofraditation on the
anniversary date of the previous grant of accrédita
accreditation shall continue until the Commissiakets action on
the renewal application. Any subsequent grantofetitation
shall be counted from the last anniversary date.

(© A school granted accreditation shall have @#sa listed in th&lACCAS
Directory of Accredited Schools and be issued a Certificate of Accreditation. $tleool
may use the accreditation certificate and emblednaay make statements concerning
its accredited status in its catalog, advertisargl other publications in a manner
approved by NACCAS.

Section 8.7  Status: Accreditation with Recommendations for | mprovement

The classification of "Accreditation with Recommatidns for Improvement” shall be
granted when the record before the Commission aeekefacts which warrant non-
binding recommendations for improvement and do¢snalicate present non-compliance
with the Standards and Criteria and other accreoiitaequirements.

Section 8.8  Status: Accreditation with Stipulations

€)) The classification of "Accreditation with Stiptions" shall be awarded
when there is evidence that there are deficiencige school's compliance with
NACCAS Standards and Criteria or other accreditategjuirements which can be
corrected within a relatively short period of tinusually forty-five (45) days.

(b) The determination as to whether a school hagptied with a stipulation
may be delegated by the Commission to the Execitiextor. In those instances when
the Executive Director cannot determine whethesteasl has corrected a stipulation or
has reason to believe that the school has failednaply with a stipulation, or cannot
determine whether the stipulation is unwarrantee matter shall be referred to the
Commission for decision.

(c) If a school fails to comply with the stipulat®or fails to demonstrate that
the stipulations were unwarranted, in the casepli@ations under Parts 2 and 4 of these
Rules, accreditation shall be denied or withdrawn witthia timelines set out in Section
8.18 of thesd&ules, except for good cause.

Section 8.9 Status: Accreditation With Reporting Requir ement

(a) The classification of “Accreditation with Repiag Requirement” shall be
granted to schools in any process provided foh@s¢Rules when
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(2) Financial statements indicate the school tam&ull compliance
with NACCAS financial standards;

(2) A pending action by a government or othertgmives the
Commission cause to believe the institution hafscdity
continuing to comply with NACCAS financial standard

3) A school which does not comply with NACCASrsdards for
graduation, placement, or pass rates on statesliceror
certification examinations has submitted a plangesrovement
which shows it can come into compliance;

(4) The school receives a stipulation under Se@i8 of thes&ules
for which compliance can best be shown througiogder
reporting.

(b) The Commission shall have the authority talgsth the frequency,
format, and content of required reports.

Section 8.10 Status:; Accreditation on Probation

(@) The classification of "Accreditation on Prolbati shall be granted to
currently accredited institutions against which onenore actions are pending in one or
more of the following categories:

(1) A program review, financial or compliance audiidited financial
statement, or other information provided by ther8tey of
Education to NACCAS calls into question the ingidn's
compliance with NACCAS' standards and other actagdn
requirements;

(2) A state or federal agency imposes an emergencigaiptinary
action on the institution;

3) An on-site evaluation by NACCAS results in fimgs of non-
compliance with NACCAS' Standards and Criteria theeo
accreditation requirements which can be remedi&ti, w
monitoring.

Section 8.11 Requirements | ncorporated into Commission Actions

€) Accreditation with Recommendation for Improment. The Commission
may require an institution granted accreditatiothwecommendations for improvement
to submit periodic reports.
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(b) Deferral, Accreditation with Stipulations, Repng Requirement, or On
Probation: When the Commission defers its decisioan application or process, grants
an institution any of these accreditation statusespntinues an institution’s
accreditation in any of these statuses following pmocess, including a complaint, it may
require the institution to comply with one or mafethe following directives:
(1) Submit specific documents or reports,
(2) Submit additional information,

3) Attend a NACCAS Accreditation workshop and/efalilt
management workshop,

4) Undergo an on-site evaluation by a full or @édtieam, the cost to
be borne by the institution unless otherwise detegthby the
Commission,

(5) Undergo early renewal of accreditation

Section 8.12 Status: Denial of Accreditation

The status of Denial of Accreditation shall be niegtd to schools applying for initial
accreditation. A denial of accreditation shall lgpphen the Commission determines
from the record of an applicant for initial acatation that the institution does not meet
the requirements specified in the Standards aneér@@rior other accreditation
requirements and, therefore, addition to the listazredited schools is not warranted.

Section 8.13 Voluntary Relinquishment of Accreditation

An accredited institution may at any time requedtmtary relinquishment of NACCAS
accreditation status by submitting a written reqa@she Executive Director of the
Commission via certified mail.

(@  Such request shall specify the date upon whicls¢heol wishes the
voluntary relinquishment to be effective and camtaistatement to the effect that the
school official requesting the voluntary relinquisént of accreditation has the authority
to do so.

(b) The sale of an institution shall constitute Wioduntary relinquishment of

its accreditation if the parties to the sale doawhply with the notice and application
requirements set forth in Part 4, Sub-Part C of¢Relles.
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(c) The effective date of the relinquishment mayer be later than the
institution’s anniversary date, or the date onrguest to voluntarily relinquish
accreditation, whichever comes later.

Section 8.14 Status: Involuntary Withdrawal of Accreditation

(@) Following the due process required by tHedes, the Commission shall,
at any time, withdraw a school's accreditationdioy of the reasons included in Section
8.12 and for the following additional reasons:

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

Failure to continue to meet the basic eligibitequirements for
accreditation set out in Part 1 of thé&ees;

Failure to file an Application for Renewal otéreditation and/or
an Institutional Self-Study for reaccreditationaochange
application within the time limits established Iy tCommission
(Part 2).

Failure to cooperate in a required on-site @atidn of the school
conducted by a team or individual (Part 3).

Failure to notify the Commission in a timely mm&r of any
material change in the way the school conductsussness or the
circumstances in which it operates (Parts 4 or 5)

Failure to file a satisfactory Annual ReponpeSial Report, or any
other report or required document within the tinmats
established by the Commission (Part 5 and othés)ar

Failure to prove compliance with the Standandd Criteria for
Accreditation or other accreditation requiremenithinv a specific
time period established by the Commission upon ippbn for
Renewal, or failure to show cause (Parts 7 and 8).

Failure to eliminate or resolve stipulationsit@ned in an
Accreditation with Stipulations decision within ttime set by the
Commission (Part 8).

Failure to pay any required fees within thedihmits established
by the Commission (Appendix #2).

Failure to comply with a Commission ordedoective (Part 8).
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(b)  Upon receipt of notification from the Commusithat withdrawal of
accreditation is final, or when an institution vatarily relinquishes accreditation, the

school must

(2) Immediately inform all students enrolled in g&hool and those
seeking admission that accreditation by NACCASeen
withdrawn. A student enrolled in the school attihee that
accreditation has been withdrawn or relinquishexdl $e
permitted to complete the course or program ofystudthe usual
schedule and shall be considered a graduate afcaadited

school.

(2) Remove from public view all certificates, dexzadigns, emblems,
and other evidence of accreditation and must cesisg printed
materials or advertising indicating in any way ttre school is, or
has been, accredited by NACCAS.

Section 8.15 Actionsto Monitor the On-going Compliance with Accreditation
Reguirements by an I nstitution

(@) In order to assure that each institution actzddy NACCAS achieves
and maintains compliance with NACCAS standardscgdares, policies, directives, and
other requirements, the Commission, besides thensdisted elsewhere in this Part,
may take any actions which it believes are necgspawper and fair, including but not

limited to:

(2) Order an appearance before the Commission.

(2) Order an on-site evaluation, announced or moanced, by a full
or partial team. The cost of such visit shall benle by the school
unless the Commission determines otherwise.

3) Shorten the period of accreditation previougginted to the school
and require the school to undergo early renewatofeditation.

(b) In the event that the Commission determinesalshool holding the
status of accreditation no longer complies with onenore of the Standards and Criteria
or formal NACCAS policies, based upon the seriossra the non-compliance, the
Commission shall take one or more of the follonaagons:

(2) Continue accreditation with recommendatiofgs)ymprovement,
stipulations, or a reporting requirement, and

(2) Continue accreditation on probation.
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These actions may entail any of the requiremerttsigan section 8.11 of
theseRules.

3) Shorten the period of accreditation for theasdtand call the
school up for early renewal of accreditation; or

4) Withdraw the school's accreditation.

Section 8.16 Oversight of Continued Compliance

(@) The Commission may delegate in one or more dttews authority to
make recommendations on applicant or accreditedodsho the full Commission.

(b) A duly constituted committee with authorityrecommend school actions
may

(2) Request additional information;
(2) Order the school to show cause why its aca&dit should not be
withdrawn for non-compliance with specific accratiin

requirements; and/or

3) Order a special visit to the institution tolgat additional
information for the school record.

Section 8.17 Official Notification of Commission Action

Whenever the Commission takes an action on anagmplor accredited school pursuant
to theseRules, the Commission shall notify the affected Instdant in writing of that
action, within 45 days. The notice shall be serihe chief executive officer or
designated official of the institution via certdienail, return receipt requested, or other
traceable means.

In all cases, if there is a recommendation for mrpment it shall be specified in the
notice.

(@) Commission action to grant, or renew acceed#tatus, with or without
conditions: The notice shall indicate the peribdarreditation granted and the programs
approved within the aegis of institutional accratitn. The notice shall indicate if the
accreditation granted allows the institution tokselkggibility to participate in federal
student financial assistance programs.
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(b) Commission action to approve a change antdrasnaccreditation,
without conditions: The notice shall specify th@oge approved within the aegis of the
institutional accredited status previously granted.

(c) Commission action to defer action, or grashew, or continue
accreditation with stipulation, reporting requiramheor on probation: The notice shall
provide the institution’s chief executive with ataiged explanation of

(2) The specific facts and/or program charactessipon which the
Commission relied in making its decision;

(2) The Standards and Criteria, policies, procesjuxde, Commission
directive, or other accreditation requirement withich the school
was found to be in less than full compliance;

3) Any requirements the Commission has placethennstitution as
a condition of its action, pursuant to Section &1 fheseRules.

(4) The date by which the school must demonsttetethe
requirements have been met or establish that tleeg w
unwarranted.

(d) Voluntary relinquishment of accreditation by tinstitution: The school
shall be advised that, as requested, the name aicthool has been removed from the
NACCAS Directory of Accredited Schools.

(e) Commission action to deny or withdraw accien: The notice shall
provide the institution’s chief executive with ataiéed explanation of

(1) The manner in which the school has failedamply with the
Commission's Standards and Criteria, policies, gutaces, rules,
Commission directives, or other accreditation regaient and the
basis for the withdrawal of accredited status;

(2) The evidence and reasoning relied upon bivamission in
reaching its decision,

(3) The institution’s right to appeal the actiamrguant to Part 9 of
theseRules, if applicable,or

4) The institution’s obligations under Section&gd), in the case of a
final withdrawal, all appeal rights exhausted.
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Section 8.18 TimeLinesto Remedy Non-Compliance

(@) Where the Commission has found an area in wthiglnstitution is out of
compliance with accreditation standards and remerds, the period allotted to an
institution to remedy the non-compliance or cumredieficiency, together with the time
for the Commission's final decision, in no casdlshaeed the following time limits:

(2) Twelve months, if the institution's longest gram is less
than one year in length;

(2) Eighteen months, if the institution's longesigram is at least one
year, but less than two years in length; or

3) Two years, if the institution's longest progrenat least two years
in length.

These time frames shall begin to toll on the déthe first Commission decision letter
on a process deferring action on an institutioranting accreditation with stipulations,
or withdrawing accreditation.

(b) If the institution does not bring itself intormpliance or cure the
deficiency within the specified period, the Comroasmust take adverse action unless
there is good cause to extend the period for agtgexompliance.

(c) Good cause shall exist, for example, whensaliscretion, the
Commission determines that, throughout the perlogvad under subsection “a” above,
the institution has been making a good faith effortemedy existing deficiencies and a
reasonable expectation exists that such deficieveikbe remedied within the period
of the extension if adverse action is postponed.

Related Documents

The following documents may be helpful to you irderstanding the requirements of this
Part of the NACCASRules:

34 CFR Part 602
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